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Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude 
 

The Call to Worship                            Luke 1:46b-55  (Mary’s Song) 

 

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 

For he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

 

According to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
to his descendants forever." 

 
 

Hymn      “To  a Maid Whose Name Was Mary”       Hymnal #171   

Lighting of Advent Candles  
O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent, the candle of faith. 
We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary.  Fill us with 
your grace and light. 
Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman.  Even though her life was not 
easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes.  Her song was a prayer that 
would uplift those who were downtrodden.  Her lyrics shattered the proud 
and called the world to change.  She would bear within her the promised 
child, Jesus, the Light of the World.  This Advent, we respond to God’s 
beckoning to us as well. 
Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit.  Bring your good 
news to life within us.  Give us courage to carry your light into the 
injustices and shadows of this world.   Amen. 

 

Hymn          “He Came Down”  (verse 4)     Hymnal # 402 

 

* The Gathering Prayer of Confession 
 

* The Invitation 

 

Our God calls us to prepare room for Jesus in our lives, but we do not 
always respond with full hearts or determined minds.  Let us pray. 

 

* The Prayer of Confession  

 

God our Creator, we thank you for this season, filled with 
testimonies to your great love for us.  Lights and sounds bid us to 
praise you, but we are slow to rejoice.  We have let out hearts be 
weighed down by the press of routine; our minds dulled with habit; 
our spirits chained by anxiety.  Forgive us, we pray, and use this 
season to awaken in us awe and joy at what you have done for us, we 
ask in Jesus' name.  Amen 
 

* The Assurance of Pardon    
Fear not!  God's message of love is that all who seek him will find 
acceptance, and assistance in living as Christ has taught.  As you confess 
in that awareness, you discover that you are forgiven! 
 

* The Gloria Patri                    Hymnal #734 

 

Scripture       2 Samuel 7:1-16         p 279/LP 424 
                            Romans 16:25-27          p 1012/LP 1538 
                            Luke 1:26-38           p 903/LP 1381 

 

Sermon                             Bill Glass 
      

Hymn    “Savior of the Nations, Come”          Hymnal #168 
 

Prayers of the Church -  Joys and Concerns 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Our world stumbles blindly toward chaos— 
  Come and be our Wisdom. 
 What we imagine to be strength is really weakness— 
  Come and be our mighty Lord. 
 We yearn for a standard to live by— 
  Come and be our Root of Jesse. 
 We languish in prisons of mind and spirit— 
  Come and be our Key of David. 
 The darkness grows thick around us— 
  Come and be our Light of day. 
 We are scattered, lacking a sure leader— 
  Come and be our King of peace. 
 We need to know that God is with us— 
  Come and be our Emmanuel,  
  that we may rejoice in you.  Amen. 

 

  The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 



Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

 * Doxology                                Hymnal #34 
Hymn    “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”      Hymnal # 169  
 

* Benediction 

* Response       “Holy, Holy, Holy (1st verse only)       Hymnal #136 

* Postlude 

*  All who are able, please stand. 
 

For church or pastoral matters, feel free to contact Bill Glass (388-2263) or 
Cyndy Norton (388-2667).  

The offering is being taken as a retiring offering, with the offering plates at 
the back of the sanctuary.  

This Week’s Lectionary. 
Mon., Dec. 21   Luke 1:46b-55 1 Sam.1:1-18   Hebrews 9:1-14  
Tues., Dec. 22  Luke 1:46b-55 1 Sam. 1:19-28  Hebrews 8:1-13 
Wed., Dec. 23  Luke 1:46b-55 1 Sam. 2:1-10   Mark 11:1-11 
Thurs., Dec. 24 Is. 9:2-7   Ps. 96  Titus 2:11-14   Luke 2:1-20 
Fri., Dec. 25    Is.52:7-10  Ps. 98  Heb. 1:1-12    John 1:1-14 
Sat., Dec. 26   Ps. 148  Jer. 26:1-9, 12-15  Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60 
 

Church calendar- 
Today             9:00am   Worship.  4th Sunday of Advent.  
Monday, Dec. 21      9-Noon   Food Bank open 
Thursday, Dec. 24     7:30pm     Christmas Eve Candlelight Service -  

 Lessons and Carols - (Zoom) 
Sunday, Dec. 27      9:00am    Worship, 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Sunday, Jan. 3        9:00am    Worship.  2nd Sunday after Christmas.  

Communion 
Monday, Jan 4       9-Noon   Food Bank open 
Sunday, Jan. 10        9:00am      Worship.  Sunday nearest Epiphany 
Tuesday, Jan 12 6:30pm      Council Meeting (Zoom) 

 

This Month's Mission Offering - The Christmas Fund for Clergy and 
Lay Workers. We have called this offering the Veterans of the Cross 
Offering.  It provides supplemental support to retired UCC clergy who lack 
sufficient resources on their own.   
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