
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EAST SUMNER 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
Prelude  
 

The Call to Worship                             Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds 
among the peoples.  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 
wonderful works.   

 

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD 
rejoice.  Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 
continually.   

 

Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the 
judgments he uttered, O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of 
Jacob, his chosen ones. 

 

When he summoned famine against the land, and broke every staff 
of bread, he had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a 
slave. 

 

His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck was put in a collar of iron; until 
what he had said came to pass, the word of the LORD kept testing him. 

 

The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free.  
He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions, to 
instruct his officials at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom. 
Praise the LORD! 

 

Hymn       “Sing a New Song to the Lord”          Hymnal # 13 
 

* The Gathering Prayer of Confession 

 

* The Invitation 

 

We are the Lord's own people; yet we often live as if for ourselves alone.  
Let us pray. 

 

* The Prayer of Confession  

 

We thank you, O God, that you have made us to need the love and 
help of others; and we thank you for the gifts of all who care for and 
support us.  But too often we live as if only our needs were 
important, only our ways were right.  We have each been selfish.  We 
have judged our neighbors, and spoken ill of friends and family.  
Forgive us, we pray: help us to see the world through others' eyes, 

and lead us to be reconciled with each other, we ask in Jesus' name.  
Amen 
 

* The Assurance of Pardon    
The Lord is merciful and gracious.  When we stumble, God forgives our 
sins and gives us strength for the road ahead.  Let us praise the Lord! 
 

* The Gloria Patri                        Hymnal #734 

 

Scripture     Genesis 29:15-28          p 27/LP 38 
           1 Kings 3:5-12            p 303/LP 461 
                           Romans 8:26-39           p 1005/LP 1528 
                           Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52     p862/LP 1322 

 

Sermon                         Bill Glass 

     

Hymn   “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”        Hymnal #575 
 

What We Believe – the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

9 Q. But doesn’t God do us an injustice by requiring in his law what we 
are unable to do? 
A. No, God created human beings with the ability to keep the law. 
They, however, provoked by the devil, in willful disobedience, 
robbed themselves and all their descendants of these gifts. 

 

10 Q. Does God permit such disobedience and rebellion to go 
unpunished? 
A. Certainly not. God is terribly angry with the sin we are born with  
as well as the sins we personally commit. As a just judge, God will 
punish them both now and in eternity, having declared:  “Cursed is 
everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the 
book of the law.” 

 

11 Q. But isn’t God also merciful? 
A. God is certainly merciful, but also just.   God’s justice demands 
that sin, committed against his supreme majesty, be punished with 
the supreme penalty—eternal punishment of body and soul. 

 

Prayers of the Church -  Joys and Concerns 

 

The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 

   Let us pray together. 

Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

 * Doxology                                Hymnal #34 
 

Hymn            “The Name of the Lord”         Hymnal # 18   
* Benediction 

 

* Response       “Holy, Holy, Holy (1st verse only)       Hymnal #136 

 

* Postlude 

*  All who are able, please stand. 

 
 

For church or pastoral matters, feel free to contact Bill Glass (388-2263) or 
Cyndy Norton (388-2667). 

 

Church calendar- 
Today                      9:00am         Worship in the sanctuary.  
             10:00am    Search Committee meeting in Pavilion 
Sunday, August 2    9:00am         Worship in the sanctuary. Communion.  
Monday, August 3   9am-Noon  Food Bank open 
Sunday, August 9    9:00am         Worship in the sanctuary. 
Sunday, August 16   9:00am         Worship in the sanctuary. 
Monday, August 17  9am-Noon  Food Bank open 
Tuesday, August 18    6:30pm   Council meeting in the Vestry 
 

This Week’s Lectionary. 
Mon., July 27  Psalm 65:8-13   Genesis 30:25-36    James 3:13-18 
Tues., July 28 Psalm 65:8-13   Genesis 30:37-43    Ephesians 6:10-18 
Wed., July 29  Psalm 65:8-13   Genesis 46:2—47:12  Mark 4:30-34 
Thurs., July 30 Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Isaiah 14:1-2      Philippians 4:10-15 
Fri., July 31   Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Isaiah 41:8-10      Romans 9:6-13 
Sat. Aug. 1   Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Genesis 31:1-21     Matthew 7:7-11 
 

Council Highlights: 
 Deacon Update 
$400 was sent to CWS for Blankets and Tools  
Deacon and Mission of the Month:   

- July - Diana - ($500 to Maine Children’s Home for Little Wanderers)  
- August  - Paula - ($26 to Our Daily Bread from CCES Missions budget; 

Collection box for Responsible Pet Care in South Paris)  
- September - Ken- (Collection box for Responsible Pet Care in South 

Paris) 
- October Cyndy- (Collection box for Maine Native Americans: 

Penobscot, Micmac, Passamaquoddy, Maliseet) 
 

 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF 

EAST SUMNER, MAINE 
 

“We are a welcoming family of faith 
who proclaims God’s love and grace in words and deeds, 

in covenant with each other and in service to the community.” 
 

Worshipping and Serving since 1802 
 

    50 Main Street, Sumner, ME   04292 
    207-388-2610   esumnercc@gmail.com 

 http://eastsumnercongregationalchurch.weebly.com 
   Ministers:  The Gathered Community of Faith 

 
 
 
 

Insert  

 



More from the Deacons:  Communion will look more like the former 
midmonth communion, with congregants at a distance from each other 
across the front of the sanctuary and each person served individually.     

 

Trustees’ Report re Woodlot.  Ralph Dunn reported that the adjoining 
property has been sold to a conservation fund.  With the pulp wood market 
being non-existent currently, Ralph recommended that we hold off on having 
the wood cut.  Ralph will walk the land and identify the property lines.  He 
had obtained copies of the deed to be able to follow its lines.  Note:  Ralph 
walked the line the day following Council and will mark trees that should be 
harvested.  This will allow him to estimate the value of our potential harvest. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Information as of 6/30/2020 
June offering and misc donations = $ 2,241.00 
June interest and interest income = $ 0 
June fundraisers & misc = $256.00  
Total June income = $2,497.00  
Total June expenses = $2,453.03  
Income/expense difference June = $43.97 
Income/expense difference year to date = $473.31 
Budgeted amount left for expenses through 12/31/20 = $ 43,633.73 
Food Bank food account available = $9,864.75   

This does not include $3,200 awarded but not yet received from CARES 
funds.  It does reflect purchases of the new refrigerators and shelving. 

Deacons' Fund available = $ 1,278.24 
Note:  Through June we had set aside $6,393.62 into the pastoral reserve 
account.  This compares with 6 months of the budgeted reserve = $7,112.30. 

 

Food Bank Update. A new large refrigerator was delivered and is now in 
use. A second refrigerator has been on back order.  Approximately 35 
households are being served each month, with many served twice a month. 
The pre-ordering system allows volunteers to fill the orders prior to Food 
Bank day.  There are sufficient volunteers to run the Food Bank on 
distribution days. 

 

Beanhole Beans. Bill had proposed that we consider selling beans to go as a 
fundraiser. Bill’s interest survey showed minor interest. Council agreed that 
we not proceed with this at this time. 

 

Memorial Stained Glass Window. A window has been made and presented 
to the church in memory of Grace Chesley.  The church accepts this gift with 
gratitude. A thank you will be sent to Merriel for the family.   Merriel has 
asked Chris to install the window in the right front window.   
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