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Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude  
 

The Call to Worship                            from Psalm 72 

 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your 
righteousness. 

 

May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with 
justice.   May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, the hills 
the fruit of righteousness. 

 

 May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the 
needy;  may he crush the oppressor. 

 

 May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all 
generations. 

 

May he be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the 
earth. 

 

In his days may the righteous flourish and prosperity abound till the 
moon is no more. 

 

Hymn      “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”        Hymnal # 232 
 

* The Gathering Prayer of Confession 

 

* The Invitation 

 

God is among us, Emmanuel.  He brings us infinite grace and empowers 
us to be about His work, but we are too often self absorbed and think this 
all about us.  Let us pray. 

 

* The Prayer of Confession  

 

Dear God, why do we sometimes make You so small? Why do we behave 
as if You are as petty as we can be? Why do we lapse into vengeance as the 
answer to wrongdoing? Your ways are not our ways. Teach us again Your 
answer to sin and suffering. You don’t get mad; You get merciful. You 
don’t punish; You pardon. Let us put down what we need carry no longer, 
and loosen our hold on the hurts we have received. You understand and 
accept our regret. Come close and tend to our pain and heal us, for we long 
to be whole. Extend Your love to those we are finding hard to love, and set 
us free to love again. In Jesus’ name we ask this, Amen 

 

* The Assurance of Pardon    
Hear the Good News.  The Messiah has come and has covered us in His 
grace.  Stand at the Cross and be empowered anew to glorify God in your 
life. 
 

* The Gloria Patri                    Hymnal #734 

 

Scripture       Isaiah 60:1-6      p 657/LP 1003 
             Ephesians 3:1-12    p 1039/LP 1580 
             Matthew 2:1-12     p 849/LP 1304 
 

Sermon                             Bill Glass        

*  What We Believe – the Heidelberg Catechism  

 

40 Q. Why did Christ have to suffer death? 
A. Because God’s justice and truth require it: nothing else could pay 

for our sins except the death of the Son of God. 

 

41 Q. Why was he “buried”? 
A. His burial testifies that he really died. 

 

42 Q. Since Christ has died for us, why do we still have to die? 
A. Our death does not pay the debt of our sins.  Rather, it puts an end 

to our sinning and is our entrance into eternal life. 

 

43 Q. What further benefit do we receive from Christ’s sacrifice and death 
on the cross? 

A. By Christ’s power our old selves are crucified, put to death, and 
buried with him, so that the evil desires of the flesh may no longer rule 
us, but that instead we may offer ourselves as a sacrifice of gratitude to 
him. 

 

44 Q. Why does the creed add, “He descended to hell”? 
A. To assure me during attacks of deepest dread and temptation that 

Christ my Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of 
soul, on the cross but also earlier, has delivered me from hellish anguish 
and torment. 
 

Prayers of the Church -  Joys and Concerns 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

   The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

 * Doxology                                Hymnal #34 



 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper                  insert 

* Benediction 

* Response       “Holy, Holy, Holy (1st verse only)       Hymnal #136 

* Postlude 

*  All who are able, please stand. 
 

For church or pastoral matters, feel free to contact Bill Glass (388-2263) or 
Cyndy Norton (388-2667).  

The offering is being taken as a retiring offering, with the offering plates at 
the back of the sanctuary.  

 

Church calendar- 
Today                  9:00am       Worship.  Sunday nearest Epiphany 
Monday, Jan 4      9am-Noon Food Bank open 
Tuesday, Jan 12 6:30pm       Council Meeting (Zoom) 
Sunday, Jan. 17        9:00am       Worship.  
Monday, Jan 18      9am-Noon Food Bank open 
Sunday, Jan. 24        9:00am       Worship. 
 

This Week’s Lectionary. 
Mon., Jan. 4  Psalm 110  Proverbs 3:1-12    James 4:11-17 
Tues., Jan. 5  Psalm 110  Proverbs 22:1-9    Luke 6:27-31 
Wed., Jan. 6  Epiphany of the Lord Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 
Thurs., Jan. 7 Psalm 29  1 Samuel 3:1-21    Acts 9:10-19a 
Fri., Jan. 8   Psalm 29  1 Samuel 16:1-131   Timothy 4:11-16 
Sat., Jan. 9   Psalm 29  1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12  Luke 5:1-11 

 

The Church Calendar.  As opposed to the CCES church calendar printed 
above, we follow the Common Lectionary and the Church calendar that 
comes with it.  This is the year as punctuated by specific events, such as 
Epiphany (the viewing of Christ by the magi), Lent and so on.  Sometimes 
that calendar, because it gets superimposed on the actual calendar of the 
year, adds an extra Sunday to a season – such as Pentecost and, this year, 
Christmas.  Today is the second Sunday of Christmas (the 12 days of 
Christmas …) and we do not always get a second such Sunday (we didn’t 
last year).  This year the lectionary for today is actually drawn from 
Scriptures we know, particularly the Gospel from John 1 that we heard on 
Christmas Eve and during Advent as part of the Sunday when we visited 
with John the Baptist.  Since Epiphany comes this week (and with it the end 
of the 12 days of Christmas), our Scripture lessons are from that day rather 
than those for the 2nd Sunday.  An epiphany is an experience of a sudden and 
striking realization, and that is what we will look at today. 
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

The Hymn of Approach         “From a Distant Home”      Hymnal #238  

 

 Lift up your hearts! 

 

 We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

  The Great Thanksgiving 

 

God our Father, who sent a star to guide wise men when Christ was born, 
and whose signs and words in every age lead persons to him: 

 

We thank you for showing forth to us in our Lord, Jesus the Christ.  He 
was born like us, told your story, healed the sick, befriended sinners, and 
showed the Way to reconciliation with you.  He died for us, to lift the 
burden of sin that too easily can crush us.  He is the Light of the World, 
by whom we are saved, and into whose life, service, death and 
Resurrection Life we are baptized. 

 

Great and wonderful are your works, O God; your ways are just and true.  
Thus, with persons of faith in all times and places, we lift our voices in 
praise to sing: 

 

    Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might 
     Heaven and earth are full of your  glory, 
     Hosanna in the highest! 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
     Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to the Lord! 

 

The Commemoration 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, remember that on the night in which 
he was betrayed, Jesus shared a meal with his friends.  Taking bread, he 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying:  “This is my body, which is broken 
for you.  As often as you share it together, do so in remembrance of me.” 

 

When the meal was finished, Jesus poured a cup of wine.  He blessed it, 
and passed it to them saying, “Drink of this, all of you; for this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you and for many, for 
the forgiveness of sins.  As often as you share it, do so in remembrance of 
me.” 
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Bless now these gifts of bread and wine, elements of the earth, gifts 
through your creation.  Pour out your Holy Spirit upon them, and upon 
us.  Remove them from all common and ordinary use, we pray, and 
transform them into vehicles of Hope, becoming for us in faith the body 
broken and the blood shed that we might be heirs of life eternal. 

 

Thus we proclaim the core of our faith: Christ has died; Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again.  These are the gifts of God. Receive them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving 

 

  The Communion    
We invite to the Table all who recognize Christ as Lord, regardless of 
denominational affiliation or lack thereof.  Today we will receive the 
elements seated in our pews.  Please wait until each element is 
distributed.  We will consume the bread and the cup together.  Please 
keep silence until the prayer.     

 

  The Closing Thanksgiving 

 

We thank you, O God, for this simple meal, by which you have 
sustained your people for so many years.  Let our sharing in this 
sacrament be to the strengthening of spirit, mind and body, 
strengthening us to live as servants of your Son now and always.  
Amen. 

 

*The Closing Hymn          “As With Gladness”      Hymnal #236 

 

Today’s Postlude. With the close of this year’s Christmas season and the 
particular challenges presented to us this year, the words of the Sussex Carol 
are appropriate: 

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing To hear the news the angels bring 
On Christmas night all Christians sing To hear the news the angels bring 
News of great joy, news of great mirth News of our merciful King's birth 
Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad 
Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad 
When from our sin he set us free all for to gain our liberty? 
When sin departs before His grace Then life and health come in its place 
When sin departs before His grace Then life and health come in its place 
Angels and men with joy may sing All for to see the newborn King 
All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night 
All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night 
"Glory to God and peace to men Now and for evermore, amen!" 
 


