
Isaiah 60:1-6   New International Version   The Glory of Zion 
60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises 
upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the 
nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming 
the praise of the LORD. 
 
Ephesians 3:1-12 NIV   God’s Marvelous Plan for the Gentiles 
3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— 
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by 
revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will 
be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by 
the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that 
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given 
me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of 
all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the 
boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, 
who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that 



he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him 
we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12  New International Version  The Magi Visit the Messiah 
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In 
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that 
I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. 
 
Sermon. 
Epiphany - an experience of a sudden and striking realization.   
This week Christians observe the feast of Epiphany, marking the visit of the magi 
to visit the Christ child.  We do this every year.  Why? 
 To answer that question we have to reflect back to Christmas Eve and the 
Lessons and Carols we used for that service.  One of those was this story of the 



magi, but we actually began our readings at the beginning of mankind to 
remember that sin covers us all, wherever we are and whatever we profess to 
believe.  Sin is hateful to God and Scripture recounts often what the 
consequences of sin are – the cup of God’s wrath.  That we might say that we are 
not as bad as, say Stalin or Hitler, just deludes us.  Any sin is hateful to God.  
Scripture made that clear to the people of Israel.   
 We have observed often that the original movement of the people of Israel 
– God’s bringing Abraham to Palestine, or as it might have been known then, the 
Way of the Sea.  The purpose of this move wasn’t simply to exercise Abraham and 
Sarah, it was to plant them – and their descendents – on the most traveled route 
in antiquity, the coastal road that connected Egypt and North Africa with the East 
and, in time, Greece, Rome and the West.  It was the place where they would 
witness of the one True God, not just to themselves, but to the world through 
every traveler that came along that road. 
 I don’t think that anyone at anytime has thought that they were living in a 
perfect paradise.  The world has seen wars, with the deaths and disease they 
bring, it has seen terrible leaders who have brought disaster on their peoples.  We 
need only look at the news each day to see just how far from paradise we live.  
When we look at the world, ourselves and our own inadequacies, we would be 
forgiven if it brought us to depression.  And that is the point of today.  The carol 
that will be the postlude says: 

On Christmas night all Christians sing To hear the news the angels bring 
News of great joy, news of great mirth News of our merciful King's birth 

Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad 
Then why should men on earth be so sad? Since our Redeemer made us glad 

When from our sin he set us free all for to gain our liberty? 
When sin departs before His grace Then life and health come in its place 

Angels and men with joy may sing All for to see the newborn King 
All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night 

"Glory to God and peace to men Now and for evermore, amen!" 
If we consider ourselves – mankind – and where we take ourselves, we should, 
indeed, be sad.  Too often we cannot get out of our own way, both as individuals 
and as the wider population.  We will always have mankind sinning, at times what 
we see as exceptionally egregious sins.  This carol (known as the Sussex carol) 
makes it clear that the meaning of this season is that we should be glad and not 
sad because Christ is here.  God Emmanuel.  He brings grace and life replaces the 



wages of our sin.  We rely on him.  At the Cross.  It does not depend on us.  That is 
the Gospel.   
 Now we finally return to the magi and their arrival to see the Christ.  
Today’s Isaiah text speaks of light coming to Israel – the Messiah, God Emmanuel  
-and that it is the light that overcomes the darkness that covers the world.  All the 
world will come to the Light.  And that is exactly what the magi do, literally.  They 
see an unusual star in the sky – we think it is what we have been experiencing this 
season in the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter – and head for it.   They are 
Gentiles. 
 Up to this point – the coming of the Christ – Jews were their own people 
and followed what we know as Judaism.  While there were Gentiles who came to 
believe in the God of the Jews – they are referred to in Scripture as God-fearers – 
there was never a question among the descendents of Abraham but that they, 
and they alone, were so special as to have a relationship with the One True God.  
If Gentile believers came to the Temple in Jerusalem they were restricted to the 
outermost courtyard -  the Court of the Gentiles.  Since this was their spot it is the 
area that became the location of what was essentially a Temple market, 
exchanging money and selling sacrificial animals.  As an aside, one reason for 
Jesus’ particular anger when he threw the trading tables over is that this 
courtyard for Gentiles had been turned not into place of worship but a place of 
profane (common) business.  Perhaps the god that was worshipped among the 
traders was money and not God.  And, this profane behavior alienated the 
Gentiles from God and Christ may have seen this as a particular affront. 
 The point is that the history of the Jewish people was and has been one of 
reflecting the Light of God to the rest of the world.  The magi.  The queen of 
Sheba and her court.  Ethiopians.  Arabs.  Romans. Greeks. And beyond.  The story 
of the magi underscores this Divine outreach to all non-Jews – including us – and 
that is why we remember it.  Judaism before the Exile seems to have tended to 
be, as religions were then, very much a tribal matter.  Egypt was an early 
opportunity to spread the word among a different people.  So, too, the exiles to 
Assyria and Babylon.  This Divine plan to reach out to Gentiles is what has brought 
us to the True God and the Messiah.  
 It is about the Gospel.  It always is.  The outreach of God to mankind to 
reconcile us to Him.  Not just to reconcile a small tribe in Palestine, or even a lot 
of people in North America, but everyone.  God is universal – He is the God of all.  
Emmanuel is for all.  The Cross and grace are for all.  The good news. 



 So, why make a big deal of the magi visit, giving it a special name 
(epiphany)?  A sudden realization.  An ah hah moment.  A eureka moment.  
Because it was.  It was the first time that Scripture records leaders like that 
making the trek to Palestine and it was, at the very beginning of Jesus’ life, a 
Gentile confession of faith – otherwise they would not have come.  From that 
time forward the extension of the Yahwist faith was focused on Gentiles rather 
than Jews – it became what we are today – Christians.  It was a watershed in all 
history. 
 Paul’s text today relates to this.  The mission of Paul to the Gentiles was to 
carry the magi’s news – that history had changed – to the Gentiles as a group.  
Paul’s wording is important – that we may, as Gentiles, approach God through 
Christ (and his sacrifice).   

As a closing note it is equally significant that the titular leader of the Jews at 
the time – Herod – did not see God’s righteous hand, but rather a threat.  He is 
probably best viewed by us as a cautionary tale.  Herod, as we often do, viewed 
events largely as they related to him personally.  Not as they related to mankind 
and God.  Not even as they related to the Jewish people.  Just himself.  We need 
to be open to the movement of God even when it is outside our own comfort 
zone.  We need to be more like the magi and less like Herod and his cronies. 
 It is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, by Christ alone, in the 
knowledge of Scripture alone that we are the family of God and able to give all 
glory to God alone.  Although this Gentile outreach is to us, we always need to 
realize that it is not about us – it is about God and His plan.  His Creation.  We are 
saved from wrath not because we are deserving, but because it empowers us to 
be the people that God made to actively partner with Him in His Creational work.  
This is a new year for us.  What are you going to do in it to glorify God? 
Soli Deo Gloria. 
 


