
Acts 7:55-60 New International Version (NIV) 
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 
rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
1 Peter 2:2-10 New International Version (NIV) 
2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
The Living Stone and a Chosen People 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by 
God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house[a] to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him   will never be put to shame.” 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”  
8 and, 
“A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 
destined for. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
John 14:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 
Jesus Comforts His Disciples 
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 



place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Jesus the Way to the Father 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me 
when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on 
the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in 
me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 
Sermon. 
In Scripture, living stone is not rock lying on the ground but cut from the living 
rock itself – quarried.  Stone cutting is seriously hard work and stonecutters don’t 
just cut stone on speculation.  There is a purpose to the stonecutting.  In 
Stonington, it was to have blocks that would go on to Boston and New York to 
build structures in those cities.  These are stones with a purpose – not just stones 
plowed up in a field and arranged as stone walls along the edges, but something 
cut for a specific task from a specific place. 
 
Today’s Epistle reading is from 1st Peter, where Peter quotes the prophet Isaiah 
about Christ the cornerstone.  Peter, though, goes even further than Isaiah did.  
Peter makes it clear that Jesus is living stone, chosen by God the Father.  Now, if 
you build a building, bridge or anything else using stone you will choose the stone 
based on its qualities.  Generally, you’re looking for stone without impurities that 
would weaken it, so that the structure will be durable and last forever.  If you 
choose otherwise, let’s say as Washington did for the initial building of 



Washington, DC, you end up with a different result.  The aquia sandstone used in 
Washington was always sandstone – it could be nothing else.  Though quarried 
specifically for the task of building Washington structures, it remained true to its 
Aquia sources as a soft sandstone that eventually failed and had to be replaced.  
On the other hand, if Stonington granite was selected, as it was for buildings in 
Boston and New York, it also remained true to its source and never stopped being 
Stonington granite – like the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston (still there).  The 
Messiah had to be of God to fulfill His purpose.  It was the only quarry that was 
sufficient for the work of the Messiah.  
 
So, it’s important that the stone be selected and quarried and that it be chosen 
wisely.  Isaiah states that God chose the precious stone that would be the 
messiah, the cornerstone.  It would be quarried as living stone from its source – 
the Father – and would forever remain true to that source.  In today’s Gospel 
Jesus is questioned by the disciples about how they can see the Father.  He simply 
tells them that they can see the Father in him, the Messiah.  All work done by the 
Messiah is really being done by the Father, since He is the Source.  And that 
whatever they ask in the name of the Messiah they will be given – for the glory of 
God.  It all tracks back to the Divine Quarry. 
 
Peter carries the discussion further.  Just as Jesus the Messiah is a living stone, 
quarried from its source for a purpose, so, too are we.  Each of us is a living stone, 
chosen by God for some purpose and placed here for that purpose.  It may be 
that the purpose strikes as being particularly bold – let’s say an Eric Liddell, the 
Scottish Olympics runner in the movie Chariots of Fire who went on to become a 
missionary in China.  Or perhaps a John Wannamaker, who not only started a 
department store chain in Philadelphia in the 1800’s but went on to become a 
leader in the city’s YMCA movement and a teacher in one of the city’s churches.  
The list of eye catching people chosen by God is endless.  And it includes us.  You.  
Me.   
 
We have been quarried from the Source and placed here for a specific God given 
reason.  Whatever that reason, whatever the task, all are Providentially appointed 
and all are equally important.  You were chosen, at your beginning, to be 
something in this Creation that God intended you to be.  Sometimes we come to 
this early on and fall into our Divine purpose.  Sometimes it takes time and trials 
on our part for us to finally get that purpose.  I think it is most common when we 



don’t know – when we wonder what we are doing and why, to discover later that 
there seemed to be some point beyond ourselves to what we were doing.  
Perhaps we are placed here specifically to parent a child who will bring along 
another child who brings along another.  That is enough as each fulfills the plan 
that God has for them.  Perhaps we are here for a particular moment that we 
can’t foresee and may not even see in hindsight.  It really isn’t important for us to 
know what that Divine intent is, just that there is one and that if we live 
consistent with God’s plan that we are fulfilling His intent.  And that there is a 
continuum of Divine intentions for each of us. 
 
What is important is to know and embrace that we are living stones cut from the 
Divine quarry, just as Peter conveys in the text today.  We are not accidental 
stones dug up in the soil as we try to plant a tree, just to be cast aside.  If we do 
not take up God’s grace, then we lack that purpose for which we are intended.  
We are just rocks.  As Peter relates it, what makes us special is that Divine intent 
and being part of it.   

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 
 
Just as Jesus tells the disciples that they know the Father through him, the 
Messiah, so we should remember that as we call ourselves Christians so the world 
will look for Christ in us.  Will they find him?  Whatever else God has planned for 
us, has quarried us for, for sure it is so that the world will know through us that he 
is God.  It is another opportunity to ask yourself whether this is what you reflect, 
and whether we are living the words of Micah when he says that God expects us 
to be just, compassionate and to walk humbly with Him.  Is that what we are 
doing? 
 
Go into this week knowing that God has quarried you from His own quarry for a 
purpose.  By God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone and by 
Scripture alone we may give all glory to God alone as we seek to be His people 
and reflect Him in our lives. 
 


